THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
other hand, if no such exclusive privileges as are implied in
the strict observance of the marriage bond are demanded or
expected, there is no ground or occasion for the development
of any high degree of jealousy. Monogamy, the strictest and
most exclusive form of marriage, is thus most especially liable
to bring jealousy in its train, since here all sexual tendencies and
privileges are centred round one person, who has to be guarded
at whatever cost against the advances of all other suitors1.
The Totemic age,  characterised as it is by a recession in
importance of the family ties as compared with those of a wider
social unit,   would appear then in one of its aspects to have
been  marked  by a strong  tendency to   get  rid of jealousy,
which  differs together with certain other of the passions which are aroused
ini?4t **esPect in connection with, or centre round, the family. It differs thus
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preceding and from the more strictly monogamic condition, which, according
succeeding to our most recent knowledge, would seem to exist among the
really primitive races of mankind2. It differs also, perhaps even
more markedly, from the conditions of the patriarchal family—
that form of family which seems on the whole to be characteristic
of the post-Totemic stage of culture3. At this latter stage the
family—now however often in an enlarged form comprising
several smaller family groups and several generations—once
more becomes the predominant social unit; societies based on
the tribal or clan system having apparently proved themselves
more unstable or less capable of expansion and development
than those based upon the more fundamental unit of the family.
The decline of jealousy and of the hatreds based thereon was
therefore, we may suppose, at the close of the Totemic age
replaced by a recrudescence of that more vigorous hostility
between father and son, mother and daughter, between brothers
1 It is of course true that with a system of group marriage the
opportunities for sexual relations among young people may sometimes be
no greater than under monogamy, since all the available women may be
regarded as belonging exclusively to a certain class of men—usually
those who have attained a certain age. The hatred and jealousy aroused
in the young men towards their elders may hi such cases be equal in
intensity to those felt under monogamic conditions, but the fact remains
that this hatred is no longer intimately connected with the family (at any
rate as we understand that institution at the present day).
2 Wundt Op. cit. 34 ff.
8 Wundt. Op. cit. 311 ff.
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